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Correctly Loading Revit® Families That Use Type Catalogs

Most Daikin and McQuay Revit families make use of type catalogs. Type catalog usage appears to be
getting more prevalent with other manufacturers as well.

When a family has a type catalog TXT file with the RFA file, before the family is loaded into your
project a “Specify Types” dialog appears.

Type catalogs provide Revit users with several important benefits:

1. Data Preview: Before loading anything into your project, you can see if you are loading a family
file with types in it that will work for you. If the family won’t work for you, just click on the
Cancel button, and your project remains untouched.

2. Filtering: You can use the filtering mechanism to quickly narrow down a long list of types into a
shorter list that is easier to evaluate. In this example, applying two filters reduced a list of 48
types to just four:

Specify Types

Family: Types:

Air_Conditioner-Packaged_R
Design Supply | Total Cooling | Sensible Cooling

Type Model Air Flow Capacity Capacity Voltage Fre

(&l 8000 CFM (all) v (all) 460,00V w| | G

20 Ton, 460V /60Hz/3Ph MPS-020BY 234000.00 Btu/h : 171600.00 Btu/h X o0.0
20 Ton w/ Economizer, 460V /60Hz/3Ph MP5-020BY (8000 CFM 234000.00 Btu/h : 171600.00 Btu/h ;460,00 V 50.0

20 Ton w/ Economizer & Pwr Exh, 460V/60Hz/3Ph [MPS-020BY 8000 CFM 234000.00 Btu/h : 171600,00 Btu/h 480,00 V 60.0
20 Ton w/ Fresh Air Damper, 460V/50Hz/3Ph MPS-020BY (8000 CFM 234000.00 Btu/h :171600,00 Btu/h 1460.00 V &60.0

<] 2] | =] (2]

Select one or more types on the right for each family listed on the left oK ] [ Cancel ] [ Help

3. Specific Type Selection: You can select only the individual types of interest to load into your
project. In the above example, without a type catalog you’d have to wait while loading all 48
definitions into your project, even if you only needed to have a single type defined in your
project.

By only loading the type definitions you need, you save time and you keep Revit running as fast
as possible.
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IMPORTANT: You must actually click on the individual type(s) to load so their background turns
black to load them. Just filtering down to the last one will not load that type definition.

In the example below, of the 48 types defined for this family, only the two definitions shown in black
(without economizers) will actually be loaded into the project file.

Specify Types
Family: Types:
Air_ConditionerPackaged_R. _ ) ) )
Type Model Desﬂj Fslgilply TD?;;:aD;tI_':g Sensclt:;atéc;zhng Voltage Fre

(all) | 8000CFM w (all) w (all) vl 40,00V v
20 Ton, 460V/60Hz/3Ph 5-020B8Y 8000 CFM 234000.00 Btu/h | 171600,00 Btu/h (460,00 V 60,0
20 Ton w/ Economizer, 460V/60Hz/3Ph 8000 CFM 234000.00 Btu/h | 171600,00 Btu/h (460,00 V 50,0
20 Ton w/ Economizer & Pwr Exh, 460V/80Hz/3Ph [MPS-020BY 8000 CFM 234000.00 Btu/h  171600,00 Btu/h 460,00 V 60.0
20 Ton w/ Fresh Air Damper, 460V /60Hz/3Ph MPS-020BY 8000 CFM 234000.00 Btu/h | 171600.00 Btu/h 1460.00 VW i60.0

{ 1| ) |< 1l

Select one or more types on the right for each family listed on the left l [

0K Cancel ] [ Help

IMPORTANT: Family files that use type catalogs are not compatible with being dragged-and-
dropped into a project. You must use the “Load Family” technique.
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Using the right-click/Reload... option on a family file listed in the Project Browser will work for a
family that uses a type catalog.
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For Daikin and McQuay families that use type catalogs, the “Family Load Status” parameter will show
you whether or not the family was loaded correctly:

Incorrectly Loaded Family

5

Type Properties
Eamily: | Air_Conditioner-Packaged RooftopMc v | [ Load... |
Type: | air_Conditioner Packaged Rooftop-Mct|w| |  Duplicate... |

[ Rename. .. ]

Type Parameters:

Parameter | Value |

F

Family Load Status
earance Qrrset Top
Clearance Offeet Rinht 1 &a"

oy
INVALID — Type not loaded via
0

Correctly Loaded Family

-

A [ =]
Type Properties
Earmily: |Ar_Eon¢iﬁoner—Padmged_RmFtop—Mc{[V] [ Load... ]
Type: |20 Ton, 460V/60Hz/3Ph v/ [ Duplicate. .. ]
’ Rename... ]
Type Parameters:
Parameter .
Lonstraints :
(Family Load Status Valid - Type loaded via type catal =
CIEarance Liset 1op
Clearance Offset Right

Also for Daikin and McQuay families, a tip that the family may not be loaded correctly is that when first
placed into a project the clearance volume will be turned off.

For most Daikin and McQuay families, the clearance volume is visible by default when first placed in a
project.
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